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Chorley & District Writers’ Circle newsletter
Welcome to the first newsletter of 2022 and I hope members will appreciate the, hopefully, seamless transition
to its new authorship following Lynn’s successful tenure over the last few years. The bar has been set. Many
thanks to Lynn for her fine work.
The first meeting of the new year opened with our AGM which saw the re-election of Dr Greg as chair and Kate
as treasurer. We also welcomed Jane as our new secretary, replacing Clive after two years excellent service.
Our thanks to him as he returns to the ‘back benches’ for a well earned break.
In his chair’s address, Dr Greg reminded us of the essence of good writing, which included three main elements:
Imagination, good English and attention to presentational detail. He also looked ahead to ‘What’s Your Story,
Chorley?, set for March 26, where members have the chance to present their work to a live audience. In
addition, he reminded members of the ‘Write Now’ event
and expressed the hope that our writing competition
may once again become an annual fixture.
Administration business out of the way, our first meeting
of the year continued with the presentation of awards to
our two star pupils of 2021. Candice received her
certificate for correctly identifying a clutch of textual
errors in a given piece of writing, while Agnes scooped
the research prize for her work on the
history of the Holocaust. Special mention also to Dave
and Candice who are working hard to place the
podcasts on our website.
Meanwhile, we are constantly on the lookout for
speakers for our meetings. Next month, Kathleen takes
the stage when she will share her thoughts on the special ingredients that go into creating a bestseller. There
will also be a discussion on how best to sell our work.

Homework
Homework is resuming after its long festive break and our task this week involves some research into the Battle
of Waterloo which finally saw off Napoleon on June 18, 1815 – that’s the first bit of research just to get you all
started. In prose or verse (or both if we’re feeling ambitious) our objective is to imagine the eve of battle, or the
immediate aftermath, from the point of view of two soldiers.
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Homework continued
They can be British, French, Prussian or assorted mercenaries, or even Wellington and Blucher if you like.
Alternatively you may wish to look at the event as a camp follower. These could be described as battle
’groupies’, typically family members, loved ones or interested observers who witnessed the proceedings usually
from a safe distance. Everyone knows, or thinks they know, something about Waterloo. Now is the chance to
find out if we are right! Good luck.

Finally, I have attached a link to a list of ongoing competitions from Writers Online
https://mail.writers-online.co.uk/73DN-32ON-ZSVPV-1MRKT-1/c.aspx

Thank you for reading and if you wish to contribute any articles or would like to see speci c items in the newsletter, please let us know at
mail@chorleywriters.org.uk
Our membership fees remain £25 pa with guest fees £5 per session. If you join after January, fees are on a sliding scale. Details can be found on our
website chorleywriters.org.uk. If you no longer wish to receive this newsletter, please advise us at mail@chorleywriters.org.uk
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